
Congratulations to the 2020 ADEC Award Recipients! 
 
Every year, ADEC presents awards to individuals that have done an outstanding job proving their commitment 

to the field of thanatology and advancing the overall study of dying, death and bereavement. ADEC also 

presents awards to undergraduate and graduate papers dealing with a thanatology topic. 

 

The 2020 award recipients were announced at ADEC’s Annual Business Meeting on May 2, 2020, and will be 

recognized in person at the 2021 Conference.   

 

“ADEC is a network of dedicated professionals who serve their communities with care and compassion,” said 

Phyllis Kosminsky, ADEC’s Board President. “The ADEC Annual Awards recognize and celebrate particular 

excellence and accomplishment in the field of thanatology. Congratulations to each of the 2020 award 

recipients!” 

 

2020 ADEC Award Recipients 

• Academic Educator Award: Carl Becker, PhD, DLitt 

• Clinical Practice Award: Colleen Cherry, MS, CCLS, CIMI, CT 

• Community Educator Award: Hope Edelman 

• Edie Stark-Shirley Scott Early Achievement Award: Ashley Overman Goldsmith, LPC, NCC 

• Lifetime Achievement Award: Charles Corr, PhD 

• Research Recognition Award: Amy Chow, PhD, RSW, FT 

• ADEC Service Award: Fay Green, MAC, LPC, LMFT, NBCC, FT 

• Ronald Barrett Award: Spiritual Change Among Homicide Survivors of Color, by Shannon Johnson, 

PhD and Patricia Galan-Cisneros, MA, LMSW 

 

2020 Student Award Recipients 

• Mary E. Brown Undergraduate Student Paper Award: Michaelina Falla 

• Richard Kalish Graduate Student Paper Award: Emily Mroz 

• Dr. Hannelore Wass Cross Cultural Student Paper Award: Jonathan Heller       

 

Continue reading to learn more about each award and the recipients:  

 

Academic Educator Award: Carl Becker, PhD, DLitt 

The academic educator award honors an individual with expertise in the field of dying, death and bereavement 

as demonstrated by advanced academic degrees, professional honors, awards and other contributions. The 

individual demonstrates excellence in academic teaching in thanatology as demonstrated by judgment of peers; 

department chair; dean and /or department; development of teaching materials; new courses; and student 

evaluations. 

 

Dr. Carl Becker has lived and worked in Japan for over 40 years. He has been a seminal figure in the 

development and growth of Death Education in Japan, specifically regarding the application of local Buddhist 

principles to working with both the bereaved and dying. His work has included developing and teaching courses 

on thanatology, as well as supervising graduate students in the application of these principles in hospital 

settings. Although much of his published work is in the Japanese language, he has documented his work in 

numerous books and journal articles. 

 

Clinical Practice Award: Colleen Cherry, MS, CCLS, CIMI, CT 

The clinical practice award honors an individual with expertise in clinical practice specific to dying, death, and 

bereavement as demonstrated by honors, awards, reputation in nominee’s area of specialization, judgment by 

peers, supervisors and/or administrators, and clients. 



The individual provides contributions to the field of dying, death, and bereavement as demonstrated by: 

innovations in practice; dissemination of knowledge based on personal experience and/or research; leadership 

in organization focusing on clinical practice as it relates to dying, death and bereavement. 

 

Colleen Cherry designed a program and began a private practice of Child Life Services, one of less than 50 

across the United States, to meet the needs of children experiencing the medical, end of life and death of a close 

relative. For the past 6 years, she has applied the skills learned in her masters child life program, clinical 

experiences and hospital based work providing diagnoses education, coping for medical therapies and long term 

illness, end of life teachings and bereavement support for individuals and groups, for child patients & siblings, 

for children and grandchildren of adults. Support, interventions, and coping have been provided in homes, 

schools, parks, mortuaries and hospitals. Her reputation caught the attention of a hospice provider who has, for 

the past two years, utilized her services for the children of adult patients and the pediatric patients in their care. 

Her vision and passion fuel her continuing search for children needing assistance in saying goodbye to the ones 

they love. 

 

Community Educator Award: Hope Edelman 

The community educator award honors an individual with expertise in the field of dying, death, and 

bereavement as demonstrated by advanced academic degrees, professional honors, awards, and other 

contributions. The individual demonstrates excellence in community-focused teaching in thanatology by 

judgment of peers, development of workshops, presentations, or teaching materials. 

 

Readers of Hope Edelman's book, Motherless Daughters, have made this work a treasured resource and gift for 

women for 25 years. Amplifying her reach, Edelman is now running Motherless Daughters Retreats, and has 

already served more than 200 motherless women -- from women who experienced early mother loss to women 

who were in their 20s when their mothers died, to women who suffered their loss later in life. These retreats are 

life changing. 

 

Edie Stark-Shirley Scott Early Achievement Award: Ashley Overman Goldsmith, LPC, NCC 

The Edie Stark-Shirley Scott Early Career Award is presented annually to a woman in the initial years of a 

career in thanatology who has distinguished herself through activity in scholarship, service, research, clinical 

practice, or social action. The award is intended to sponsor the winner’s registration fee for ADEC’s annual 

conference and provide a limited reimbursement for some travel expenses. 

 

Ashley Goldsmith is a licensed professional counselor in North Carolina & Virginia, a supervisor in Virginia, 

and a PhD candidate at North Carolina State University. Currently, she is in the dissertation stage of her PhD 

and working on an investigation into counselors’ process of practicing end-of-life counseling. Through various 

career experiences, Ashley has developed counseling programs, internships, articles, and presentations all 

surrounding thanatology. She hopes to one day transition into the education field and secure a job as a tenure-

track professor at a University where she can apply both her counseling and thanatology knowledge.  

 

Lifetime Achievement Award: Charles Corr, PhD  

The lifetime achievement award designed to honor an outstanding individual in the area of death, dying, grief 

and loss who has had a national or international impact on the field and has dedicated his/her professional life 

to the development and improvement of death education, caring for the dying person, and grief counseling. 

 

Dr. Corr has published over 40 influential books and articles that deal with a wide range of topics including 

children, adolescence, grief theory, hospice and, most importantly, a textbook—Death and Dying, Life and 

Living that is one of the core books for ADEC’s certification examination.  In addition, Charles has won 

numerous awards for his work including ADEC’s Death Education Award as well as the Herman Feifel Award 

from the International Work Group on Death, Dying, and Bereavement. He sits on the editorial boards of most 

of the major publications in the field such as Omega: Journal of Death and Dying as well as for publications of 

such diverse organizations as the Hospice Foundation of America, TAPS, and the National Kidney 



Foundation—to name but a few. Formally, he was an Associate Editor of Death Studies. Beyond these 

significant achievements, Charles embodies the spirit of mentoring that has defined ADEC.  

 

Research Recognition Award: Amy Chow, PhD, RSW, FT 

The research recognition award honors an individual with expertise in the field of dying, death, and 

bereavement who is actively conducting or who has conducted research in the last 25 years that 

adds/contributes significantly to the ADEC Body of Knowledge in studies concerning death and loss. The 

individual demonstrates ongoing consistent record of research and publication in death education and/or grief 

counseling. 

 

Dr. Chow has a distinguished academic career as an Associate Professor, soon to be reviewed for full professor 

status.  She has received extensive grant funding for her work in bereavement and has a distinguished collection 

of publications.  Dr. Chow is also mentoring many dissertations by doctoral candidates contributing to 

thanatology.  She has served on the Board of Directors, has been a keynote ADEC speaker, and is the Chair of 

the International Work Group of Death, Dying & Bereavement, among other notable accomplishments. 

 

ADEC Service Award: Fay Green, MAC, LPC, LMFT, NBCC, FT 

The ADEC service award honors an individual with excellence in service to ADEC in consistent committee 

participation and other high-quality efforts to benefit the growth and development of the Association of Death 

Education and Counseling. 

 

For over 15 years Fay Green has companioned individuals, children, or families dealing with grief and loss, 

including end-of-life issues, a diagnosis of a life-threatening illness, or devastating losses such as murder or 

suicide. As a facilitator of support groups, she companions caregivers and those navigating their journey of 

grief. She also is a Licensed Professional Counselor and Marriage Family Therapist and has a private practice in 

San Antonio. Fay has been a member of ADEC since 2005 and holds the certification as a Fellow of 

Thanatology. She served on ADEC’s Credentialing Counseling, served as chair of the Distance Education 

Committee, chaired the 2015 ADEC Conference in San Antonio, and is currently the chair of the Conference 

Planning Committee.  

 

Ronald Barrett Award: Spiritual Change Among Homicide Survivors of Color, by Shannon Johnson, PhD 

and Patricia Galan-Cisneros, MA, LMSW 

The Ronald Keith Barrett, PhD. Scholarship for Diversity and Multicultural Presentations is awarded to a 

presenter(s) whose presentation(s) demonstrate diversity and/or multicultural sensitivity to rituals, traditions, 

and concerns in the field of death, dying, education and counseling. 

 

Shannon Johnson is an Assistant Professor at the Catholic University of America's National Catholic School of 

Social Service. She focuses her research on issues related to the role of spirituality in grief and bereavement, 

particularly in the aftermath of violent death. She teaches a master's level course on end-of-life issues, along 

with a variety of other social work courses. 

 

Patricia Galan-Cisneros is a PhD candidate at the Catholic University of America's National Catholic School 

of Social Service and an adjunct faculty at Our Lady of the Lakes University. She received her Master of Arts in 

Pastoral Ministry (MAPM) in 2004 from Oblate School of Theology and her Master of Social Work in 2006 

from Our Lady of the Lakes. She has over 18 years of practice experience, including work with the homeless 

and at-risk youth, early childhood intervention, and end-of-life care with a specialization in bereavement 

interventions utilizing psychosocial education. 

 

 

 

 

 



Mary E. Brown Undergraduate Student Paper Award:  Michaelina Falla 

Award presented to an outstanding undergraduate paper dealing with a topic related to dying, death, loss and 

bereavement. Paper must be a requirement for an undergraduate course at a recognized institution of higher 

learning. 

 

Michaelina Falla is a current undergraduate student at King’s University College. She authored the paper, 

Poem Making for Grief and Loss, in the fall term of 2018 for Thanatology 2605/270: Creative Responses to 

Grief and Loss. 

 

Richard Kalish Graduate Student Paper Award: Emily Mroz 

Award presented to an outstanding graduate paper dealing with a topic related to dying, death, loss and 

bereavement. Paper must be a requirement for a graduate course at a recognized institution of higher learning. 

 

Emily Mroz is currently a graduate student in the Department of Psychology at the University of Florida. Emily 

wrote the paper, Engaging Young Adults in Advance Care Planning: Evaluating the Death over Dinner 

Initiative, in order to satisfy requirements for PSY7979 Advanced Research course credits. Students registering 

for the course conduct and write-up independent research products as part of how they are evaluated. Emily led 

the data collection for the entire project and produced the paper. Now that she has completed the project for 

course credit, Emily and her instructor plan to co-author a manuscript based on the research for submission to 

Death Studies.  

 

Dr. Hannelore Wass Cross Cultural Student Paper Award: Jonathan Heller       

Award presented to an outstanding undergraduate or graduate paper dealing with a topic related to dying, 

death, loss and bereavement where there is an emphasis or concentration on cross-cultural aspects of the 

phenomena studied. Paper must be a requirement for an undergraduate or graduate course at a recognized 

institution of higher learning. 

 

Currently a graduate student enrolled in M.S. Thanatology program at Marian University, Jonathan Heller 

authored and submitted the paper, Death and Bereavement among the People of Southern Mozambique, as part 

of a cultural perspective assignment in the class THA 625 –Theological Perspectives in Thanatology, for the fall 

semester of this school year (2019). 


